








We would love to hear your feedback on our newsletter. Please contact marketing@onyxgfx.com with any comments or suggestions.

	 • 4GB DDR2 667MHz Fully-Buffered ECC RAM 
	 • Four 74GB, 10,000 RPM SATA Disk Drives 
		  - One for OS and Application 
		  - One for Temporary Data Processing (Bandhome) 
		  - One for output device 1 
		  - One for output device 2 
		  - Note: Add additional drives for additional output devices
	 • Optimize your software configuration 
		  - Configure your Advanced Quick Sets options. 
		  - Disable Anti-Virus or Firewall Apps from scanning the ONYX, Bandhome, and work folders. 
		  - Place other applications on a separate computer and access RIP-Queue through your network. 
	 • Reference the Maximizing RIP Speed white paper for additional ideas to improve RIP speed.

Max-imize Your Color
Tips from our Color Scientist Max Derhak

Using Achromatic UCR 
The ONYX ICC profile build options provide the ability to use UCR or “Under Color Removal” for the purposes of 
black generation for achromatic (or gray) portions of images.  

If the UCR option is turned off (the default) the Start Black option defines where “black” ink is introduced relative 
to CMY inks in the color Mix.  The following figure shows this relationship.
 
Note: This is the traditional method of performing black generation.  

This results in potentially smoother highlights as the light areas are made up of CMY dots.  However, the gray 
balance can be more unstable if the CMY target ink densities are not properly color balanced, and the use of 
CMY inks to render grays can also be less color constant (IE: they can change appearance to different observ-
ers or in different lighting conditions).

If the UCR option is turned on, the Start Black option defines where CMY inks are introduced relative to “black” 
ink in the color mix (IE the CMY inks are removed from the highlights).  The above figure shows this relationship.

This results in potentially coarser highlights as lighter areas are only made up of black dots.  However, if light 
“black” ink(s) or gray ink(s) are available in the print mode this is usually not a problem.  With only “black” ink be-
ing used to render the highlights the gray balance will be much more stable and color constant.

TIP: If you are profiling to print black & white photography on a printer that has light blacks consider using the 
UCR option get better grayscales.
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